
Very young puppies and 

kittens are highly suscepti-

ble to infectious diseases 

because their immune 

systems are not fully ma-

ture. While nursing, their 

mother's milk contains 

antibodies (special pro-

teins) that provide some 

immunity to diseases; 

however, these maternal 

antibodies do not last 

long, and there may be 

gaps in protection as the 

milk antibodies decrease 

and the puppies' or kit-

tens' immune system isn't 

yet capable of fighting off 

infection. In many instanc-

es, the first dose of a vac-

cine serves to prime the 

pet's immune system 

against the virus or bacte-

ria while subsequent dos-

es help to further stimu-

late the immune system 

to produce the antibodies 

needed to protect a pet 

from specific diseases. To 

keep these gaps in protec-

tion as small as possible 

and to provide optimal 

protection against disease 

What are vaccines?  

Vaccines are products de-

signed to trigger protective 

immune responses in pets and 

prepare them to fight future 

infections from disease-causing 

agents. 

Vaccines can lessen the severi-

ty of future diseases and cer-

tain vaccines can prevent infec-

tion altogether. Today, a varie-

ty of vaccines are available for 

use by veterinarians. Some 

vaccines are administered via 

injections using a syringe and 

needle, and others are admin-

istered into the animal's nose 

or directly into the skin. 

Is it important to vac-

cinate? 

Yes! Pets should be vaccinated 

to protect them from many 

highly contagious and deadly 

diseases. Experts agree that 

widespread use of vaccines 

within the last century has 

prevented death and disease in 

millions of animals. If an unvac-

cinated pet develops one of 

these diseases, treatment can 

become very expensive and 

many of these diseases can be 

fatal despite treatment. Even 

though some formerly com-

mon diseases have now be-

come uncommon, vaccination 

is still highly recommended 

because these serious disease 

agents continue to be present 

in the environment. 

It is also important to remem-

ber that pets can be vaccinated 

for some  diseases that can be 

spread from animals to people. 

For example, rabies is a serious, 

often fatal, disease that can 

spread from infected animals to 

people. By vaccinating your pets 

for rabies, you are protecting 

your family as well as your pet. 

Does vaccination ensure 

protection?  

For most pets, vaccination is 

effective in preventing future 

disease. Occasionally, a vaccinat-

ed pet may not develop ade-

quate immunity and, although 

rare, it is possible for these pets 

to become ill if exposed to the 

disease. These gaps in protec-

tion should be as short as possi-

ble to provide optimal protec-

tion against disease for the first 

few months of life. It is im-

portant to remember that alt-

hough breakdowns in protection 

do occur, most appropriately 

vaccinated pets are able to suc-

cessfully fight off disease, rein-

forcing the importance of vac-

cines in your pet's preventive 

health care program. 

Why do pups and kittens re-

quire a series of vaccinations ? 
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Each year PAWS takes in hundreds 

of abandoned and abused cats and 

kittens. There are a variety of rea-

sons why these animals end up at 

PAWS. Many of the poor things are 

saved by caring members of the 

public or reported in distress and 

PAWS goes out to rescue them. 

Many are hit by cars and need in-

stant medical care and many sadly 

have been beaten and abused by 

sick minded individuals who get 

pleasure from hurting animals. Then 

there are those we really hate, the 

owners who think that animals are 

playthings to be discarded as and 

when they are leaving Kuwait. The-

se are the saddest cases of all as 

these animals have had a loving car-

ing home and now find themselves 

given up to the shelter or worse 

put out on the streets. PAWS en-

deavors to find new  

cluding its expected travel to other geographic 

locations and/or contact with other animals 

(such as exposure at kennels, obedience classes, 

shows, and dog parks) since these factors impact 

your pet's risk of exposure to certain diseases. 

For older pets, make sure your veterinarian is 

aware of any previous adverse reactions to vac-

cines. 

How often should my pet be vaccinated?  

For many years, a set of annual vaccinations was 

considered normal and necessary for dogs and 

cats. There is some evidence to support that 

immunity triggered by some vaccines provides 

protection beyond one year while the immunity 

triggered by other vaccines may fail to protect 

for one year. Consequently, one vaccination 

schedule will not work well for all pets. Your 

veterinarian will determine a vaccination sched-

ule most appropriate for your pet, make sure 

you ôconsult your vet -protect your petõ 
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series is administered at about 4 months of age; 

however, in some situations, a veterinarian may 

alter this schedule based on an individual ani-

mal's risk factors. Remember that an incomplete 

series of vaccinations may lead to incomplete 

protection, making puppies and kittens vulnera-

ble to infection. 

Which vaccinations should my pet re-

ceive? 

Not all pets should be vaccinated with all availa-

ble vaccines. "Core" vaccines are recommended 

for most pets in a particular area because they 

protect from diseases most common in that 

area. "Non-Core" vaccines are reserved for 

individual pets with unique needs. Your veteri-

narian will consider your pet's risk of exposure 

to a variety of preventable diseases in order to 

customize a vaccination program for optimal 

protection throughout your pet's life. Talk with 

your veterinarian about your pet's lifestyle in-
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loving homes or all these animals 

but it is never easy.  

Generally new potential adopters 

only look at the cute little puppies 

or the playful little kitten and do 

not see the older calmer animals 

who would make great pets and 

who are crying out for a new 

home. With this in mind every 

month we shall be featuring one of 

Cat of the Month 
the ôpassed overõ gorgeous pets who is 

looking for a new ôforever family ô This 

month we introduce Chloe. 

Chloe was a surrender pet who ar-

rived all upset and confused after be-

ing given up by her family. She has a 

lovely nature, is socialised with pets 

and people and really needs a home 

where she can be comfortable once 

more, can it be yours???? 
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On the morning of Saturday 5th June we had some 

Beaver Scouts from the 1st Kuwait Salmiya Scout 

Group visiti  the PAWS shelter.  

Along with helpers and parents they viewed the 

whole shelter and its residents which included 80 

dogs 60 cats, and a horse. 

The children were animated and asked loads of 

questions and were clearly concerned about the 

welfare of the animals. 

Each one had brought a donation of dog and cat 

food that was very welcome, and they promised to 

carry out a further fund raising event after the 

summer once it becomes a little cooler. 

The Beavers are working towards their friendship 

challenge badge, during which they have to 

show they can help a charity in the community. 

This visit will help them work towards this 

badge. 

During the visit the children saw many of our 

PAWS rescue animals and were interested in 

the stories of how we rescue them and the 

reasons why they are there. One dog recover-

ing from a road accident received a great deal 

of sympathy whilst another newly rescued pup-

py left alone in the 45 degree heat with no 

water was a great hit and received many cud-

dles.. The PAWS Team have decided to call 

the new puppy Scout in honour of their visit. 

The children benefited greatly from the visit 

according to their Leader Mrs Clarke and were 

full of their tales at the next Beaver meeting 

is really missing her brother Sailor 

who was adopted 4 months ago leav-

ing her alone for the first time in her 

life.  

She has unusual colouring and its 

impossible to know what her herit-

age is but at a rough guess she has 

some Shepherd or Husky in her or 

even a mixture of both. 

Suzy has a beautiful nature, is a firm 

favourite at the shelter and desper-

ately needs a loving family to offer 

her a new home 

Similarly with the cats we are looking 

each month to feature our ôDog of 

the monthõ,  

These are those fabulous older dogs 

that we cannot understand why they 

have not found a ôforever familyõ be-

cause in our opinion they would 

make wonderful pets. 

This month we feature Suzy. Suzy 

was taken into the shelter when she 

was a young pup with her identical 

brother Sailor. Now one year old she 

has grown into a beautiful big girl but 

Dog of the Month 
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